Research Project on Attitudes to Self-Sacrificial Death for National and/or Religious Motives
You are reading this sheet because you have been approached to take part in a research project led by Professor John Wolffe (Professor of Religious History, The Open University) in collaboration with the Institute for Conflict Research (in Belfast) and funded by Research Councils UK under their Global Uncertainties programme. 

In the run-up to the centenaries of the outbreak of the First World War (August 1914), of the Easter Rising in Dublin (April 1916) and of the Battle of the Somme (July 1916), we are developing a historical and contemporary study of British and Irish views on martyrdom and sacrificial death. We are interested not only in perceptions of events a century ago, but also in the way casualties have been regarded in events within living memory such as the Falklands War of 1982, the ‘Troubles’ in Northern Ireland and IRA attacks in the mainland UK in the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s. We are also exploring more contemporary examples, notably reactions to the 9/11 and 7/7 bombings, to the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, and to the ‘Arab Spring’.   

We are aiming to interview approximately equal samples of people from Catholic, Protestant and Muslim backgrounds (who will vary in their actual current religious/non-religious belief and activity) selected from four different locations: Belfast, Bradford, Dublin and London.  

The interviews will normally last 45 minutes to an hour, and will explore in particular: 

· Your own religious/non-religious position, and understanding of the concepts of martyrdom/sacrificial death; 

· Your perceptions of historic events of this kind;
· The way in which parents, the media and/or other older people transmitted such memories to you
· Relevant personal recollections, experiences and impressions relating to such events between the 1970s (if you are old enough to recall them) and the present day; 
· Your perceptions and expectations in relation to the centenaries of 1914 and 1916.

We appreciate that for some people the interviews may touch on sensitive ground, either because the topic is bound up with personal suffering or bereavement, or because discussion of the past might implicate you in illegal actions. If you judge that major difficulties of this kind are likely to arise for you, then you may be well-advised not to take part. However, we will ensure that your participation will remain confidential and will provide you with a valuable opportunity to express your views and get them heard whilst remaining anonymous.  If you were to feel that an interview is taking you in directions with which you feel uncomfortable, you will be entirely at liberty to stop the conversation. You may also – either immediately or within two weeks of the interview – require the deletion of some or all of the recording.

We request that interviewees give consent to the recording and subsequent transcription of their interview. On request, the transcript when ready will be sent back to the interviewee for checking.  All recordings and transcripts will be securely stored, and anonymity of participants will be maintained, unless explicit agreement to waive it is given. 

If you particularly wish to be interviewed by someone of your own gender, then please let us know.

We would be pleased to answer any further questions that arise. 
John Wolffe, Principal Investigator, john.wolffe@open.ac.uk
Gavin Moorhead, Research Associate (OU), gavin.moorhead@open.ac.uk 
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